
A park for the People. This was the vision of the Spirit Lake Dakotah Sioux Nation. This Tribal 
reservation, situated on the south shores of Devils Lake, had no public park. The Tribal commu-
nity had utilized the picnic facilities at Sully’s Hill National Game Preserve, located within their 
reservation’s boundaries, until the rising waters of Devils Lake inundated them in the late 
1990’s. In March of 2005, the Tribal Council designated a plot of Tribally owned land, a re-
claimed borrow pit area along North Dakota Highway 57, as the location for a new Tribal Park. 
The Northern Plains RC&D Council became involved with the park planning in August of 2005, 
providing a small grant to pay for the culvert used in the construction of an approach which al-
lowed access to the property from the highway. This proved to be the catalyst that got the project 
off the ground. In the fall of 2005 the Spirit Lake Tribal Fish & Wildlife Department headquar-
ters were relocated to the site. They serve as caretakers for the park providing round the clock 
monitoring of the site. The Tribal Council dedicated the park in October 2005 as a public use 
community gathering place. Northern Plains RC&D has continued to work with Spirit Lake Fish 
& Wildlife and other Tribal departments and sponsors to add four picnic shelters, park benches, 
picnic tables, grills, numerous pieces of playground equipment, shade trees, a regulation-size 
outdoor basketball court and a handicap-accessible wildlife viewing deck. The park has become 
a popular gathering spot for local residents and 
visitors to the Lake Region. Several special events 
have been held at the park; including numerous 
weddings. In the spring of 2010 two medicine 
wheels are planned for completion at the site, and a 
permanent restroom facility will be constructed to 
replace the portable toilets which have been serv-
ing the park. National Association President Smith 
Freeman visited the park in September for a tour 
and picnic hosted by the Spirit Lake Tribe and the 
Northern Plains RC&D. Northern Plains RC&D is 
a proud sponsor of this community project.   

Spirit Lake Park 

Project Partners: 
Spirit Lake Tribe (SLN) 
Spirit Lake Casino 
SLN Tribal Roads 
SLN Tribal Realty 
SLN Fish & Wildlife 
Western State Bank 
Montana-Dakota Utili-

ties Co. 
Garrison Diversion 

Conservancy District 
Ottertail Power Com-

pany 
Walmart 
University of ND 
TERO 
ND Forest Service 
Betty Morin 
Chuck Wilkie 
Northern Plains RC&D 

USDA Service Center 
706 8th Ave, Suite 6 
Devils Lake, ND 58301 
Phone: 701-662-7956  
ext. 6 
Fax: 701-662-4172 
Email: nprcd@gondtc.com 

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) prohibits discrimina-
tion in all its programs and activi-

ties on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, and 

where applicable, sex, marital 
status familial status, parental 

status, religion, sexual orientation, 
genetic information, political be-
liefs, reprisal, or because all or a 
part of an individual’s income is 

derived from any public assistance 
program. (Not all prohibited bases 

apply to all programs). Persons 
with disabilities who require alter-
native means for communication of 
program information (Braille, large 
print, audiotape, etc.) should con-
tact USDA’s TARGET Center at 
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

Northern Plains 
Resource Conservation & Development 

Council 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony. 

NARCDC President Joan Smith Freeman 
visited Spirit Lake Park in September 2009 

during National RC&D week. 
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